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A SPIRITUALITY OF COMMUNION 

the reign of God 

God's kingdom is creation healed   Hans Kung  

The Kingdom is an attractive … 

What you are in love with 
what seizes your imagination 
will affect everything. 
 
Pedro Aruppe SJ 

Jesus paints in bold brush stroke s a picture of the reign or kingdom of God. It's not a place - or a 

program: it comes as a surprise, as a gift. We do not work for it, produce it - we receive it (as a little 

child). 

This is another way of knowing. It is not working things out or fixing things up. It is being open, letting 

the moment reveal its gift to you. 

… an imaginative … 

Wherever you are, no matter how lonely, 

the world offers itself to your imagination, 

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting – 

over and over announcing your place  

within the family of things. 

 

Mary Oliver 

Just as someone stumbles over a treasure in a field, we stumble on the reign of God (attraction, 

conversion). We sell all we have (desire, repentance) in order to buy the field (passion, commitment.) 

When commitment becomes a chore, enthusiasm fades, we are being asked to look again at our 

treasure, where our heart is. 

… an alternative reality 

When plans fail, programs falter or do not deliver what they promise, an alternative way beckons us. 

The way into this kingdom is "to be found out in our poverty" (Monica Furlong). R S Thomas says, 

"Admission is free" - if "you present yourself with/your need only". 

Hope stirs as we imagine alternative possibilities. How do you feed or stimulate your imagination? 

Novels, poetry, films, time out? Getting stuck is often a failure of imagination, not an invitation to try 

harder. 
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