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Scripture: a privileged place 

of meeting 
 

A symbol is… 

 

 

A symbol should go on deepening. 

Flannery O’Connor 

 

The world offers itself to your imagination. 

Mary Oliver 

 

 

 

A sacramental universe is a symbolic one. This life, and this world says to us that the starting point for 

becoming who we are intended to be is not striving after another world but becoming more profoundly 

aware of this world and our place in it. 

A symbol (or sacrament) is more than a sign. A sign points to an absent reality (like a signpost to Sydney). 

A symbol renders present something else - not something absent - but something present and real which 

cannot be expressed and experienced in any other way. 

A symbol is a sensible reality (accessible to our senses) which renders present something other or 

transcendent. We participate in a symbol - and it does not leave us the same. A symbol reveals as well as 

conceals. 

A sacrament is a symbolic event bringing together and evoking God for us. If we use a sacrament magically 

or irreverently it can become diabolic, separating and distancing us from God. 

All of us have - or rather - all of us are bodies. Bodies provide us a place for encounter and engagement. 

Just as language provides us a place where meaning and understanding can happen - so our bodies provide 

us the place for a meeting between persons. 

Our bodies are symbols, offering us a place where personalities meet, relationships find depth, friendships 

develop. This occurs to the extent that we bring openness, attention, availability and respect to the 

encounter. 
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Reading the Scriptures prayerfully is not making something happen, but rather becoming aware of 

what already is the case. 

 

It’s about taking time, as Thomas Merton says, “to experience what we already possess”. 

 

F.D. Maurice, a nineteenth century theologian and writer says that “we are diggers, not builders”. 

 

Of crucial importance - as we meet people or as we gather for Eucharist - is the disposition we bring. 

 

So it is important - before we read the Scripture, or pray, or go to the Eucharist- to take time and 

consider what it is we are about to do. 

 

Ask to be as open as possible, and attentive. 

 

Let God give you a willing and generous spirit. 
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